Paso Robles Area Groundwater Authority
Board of Directors Regular Meeting

May 27, 2026

Meeting Minutes

Present:

Matt Turrentine, Chair Shandon-San Juan Water District GSA

Hilary Graves, Vice Chair Estrella-El Pomar-Creston Water District GSA
John Hamon City of Paso Robles GSA

Bruce Gibson County of San Luis Obispo

Staff:

Claire Collins, Legal Counsel
Taylor Blakslee, Executive Director

1.

Call to Order
Paso Robles Area Groundwater Authority (PRAGA) Chair Matt Turrentine called the
meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance
The pledge of allegiance was led by Chair Turrentine.

Roll Call
Mr. Blakslee called roll (shown above).

Meeting Protocols
Mr. Blakslee provided an overview of the meeting protocols.

Consent Agenda
Mr. Blakslee reported that the consent agenda includes April 22, 2026, minutes and April
2026 financial for consideration for approval.

Public Comments: Greg Grewal, Murray Powell.

MOTION
Director Gibson moved to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by
Director Graves and it passed unanimously.

Review Frequently Asked Questions on the Fee Study

Mr. Blakslee noted staff prepared and released a Frequently Asked Questions document on
May 21, 2026, in response to public questions regarding the proposed groundwater
sustainability fee to improve transparency and support the Board’s consideration of the fee
item scheduled for 5:00 p.m.

Ryan Aston, SCI Consulting, provided clarification regarding concerns about retroactive fee
collection. He explained that it is common practice in groundwater sustainability fee
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programs to use a recent reporting period, such as a water year, as the basis for charges,
and noted that management of the basin is explicitly tied to the most recent water year’s
extraction and consumption data.

Public Comments: Greg Grewal, Patricia Wilmore, Murray Powell, Jon Cagliero.

8. Update on Fallowed Land Registry Program (agenda item was moved to follow item
6 ahead of the public meeting at 5).
Will Carrara, Mythos Inc. provided an overview of the Paso Basin Fallowed Land Registry
platform designed to help landowners and groundwater managers document, review, and
track fallowed or repurposed irrigated land within the Paso Robles Groundwater Basin. He
explained that the platform uses a guided enrollment process and ET-based verification
tools to improve transparency, simplify reporting, and support long-term management of
fallowed acreage.

Director Graves asked whether a potential fallowing incentive program would be
administered by PRAGA or individual water districts.

Mr. Reely responded that a small grower financial incentive program is currently being
developed as part of the Fallowed Land Registry platform using County planning funds,
initially targeting irrigated farming units up to 20 acres, and explained that the platform is
being designed to allow administration by the County, PRAGA, GSAs, or individual water
districts depending on future Board direction.

Public Comments: Greg Grewal, Patricia Wilmore, Murray Powell.

7. Public Hearing to Consider Approval of Resolution 2026-001 to Establish FY 2026-
2027 Groundwater Sustainability Fee and Authorize Collection of Charges
Mr. Blakslee presented Resolution 2026-001 for Board consideration to establish the Fiscal
Year 2026-27 groundwater sustainability fee at $22.90 per acre-foot and authorize collection
through the County tax roll. He summarized the public noticing and outreach process
completed in advance of the public meeting, including publication of the draft fee study,
parcel-level charges, press releases, and legal noticing requirements.

Chair Turrentine opened the Public Hearing.

Public Comments: Greg Grewal, Jesse Trace, Murray Powell, Steve Carter, Jon Cagliero.

Chair Turrentine closed the Public Hearing.

Director Gibson acknowledged public concerns regarding the fee structure and use of prior-
year consumptive use data, expressed support for the approach and appeals process, and
requested Legal Counsel confirm the resolution had been reviewed for legal form.

Legal Counsel Collins confirmed that the resolution was properly prepared, all required
noticing was completed at least 20 days in advance, and the public meeting requirements
under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) had been satisfied.
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10.

11.

Director Graves expressed support for adopting the resolution, while also noting concerns
regarding the treatment of de minimis users in the fee structure and emphasizing the need
to continue improving the process over time.

Director Hamon noted that municipal water users within the city are already contributing
toward SGMA compliance costs through existing water charges and expressed support for
moving the proposed fee structure forward.

MOTION

Director Hamon moved to adopt Resolution 2026-001 establishing the FY 2026-27
Groundwater Sustainability Fee and authorize placement of charges on the County
property tax roll. Director Gibson seconded the motion. A roll call was made and the
motion passed unanimously.

AYES: Gibson, Graves, Hamon, Turrentine
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None
RECUSE: None

Direction on Gap Funding

Mr. Blakslee reported PRAGA anticipates a gap funding issue and expects to need
approximately $600,000 in short-term borrowing to cover costs. Staff will return to the Board
at the June meeting with a formal recommendation and request for direction.

Public Comments: Murray Powell, Greg Grewal.

Public Comments — Items not on the Agenda
Chair Turrentine opened the floor for public comments.

Public Comments: Greg Grewal, Murray Powell, Chris Windsor.

Director Comments / Future Agenda
Chair Turrentine noted the need to prioritize next steps and GSP implementation efforts
following adoption of the funding mechanism.

Upcoming Meetings
Mr. Blakslee reported that scheduled meeting is on June 24, 2026.

12. Adjourn at 5:40 p.m.



